PTO Meeting Minutes
September 12, 2011

Attendees:

Parents:  Tracy Haas, President; Jen Sines, Vice President; Michelle Rich, Secretary; Lory Kilanowski, Treasurer; Cherish Kellett, Head Room Parent; Troy Terzick; Lance Siebert; Julie Siebert; Cameron Brady; Stacey Ernat; Beth Wallace; Kathy Theesfeld; Kerry Izzo; JoAnne Doyle; Kim Bauer

Dimmick Staff: Ryan Linnig; Lynn Davis

Meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm by Tracy Haas, PTO President
Reports

The April 26, 2011 PTO minutes were reviewed and approved by motion by Stacey Ernat and seconded by Kerry Izzo.

The Treasurer Report was presented by Lory Kilanowski, PTO Treasurer. She stated that we were still awaiting a bill for soccer goals.  The PTO Board approved the $150 expenditure for the 5-8th grade to go to Peru Parkside to listen to a Holocaust victim. The balance in the checking account as of 9/12/11 is $7,105.65.  The Treasurer Report was approved by motion by Jen Sines and seconded by Kathy Theesfeld.
Lory Kilanowski reported that the balance for the Booster Club account is $4,926.64.  The only future big purchase is ordering 30 new volleyball uniforms. 

STEM Module Introduction
Mr Linnig presented the basic idea of the S.T.E.M. (Science, Technology, Engineering, Math). An exciting, relevant, hands-on curriculum that guarantees that students will interact with the topic they’re learning.  The addition that is being built will have a lab space that will have eight stations that could hold potentially 2-3 modules. With these modules, students are surrounded by more technology, educational instruments, software, and experiments than they have ever seen in their other classes combined.  The S.T.E.M. up-front investment is approximately $55,000 that includes staff development, workstations, and modules. Each module runs between $1800 - $5500.  There will be consumable costs on an annual basis to replace items that are used within the modules.  Once everything is up and running, will eventually invite other schools to utilize the lab when not being used by Dimmick students.  This new curriculum will tie hand in hand with the Pathways Project that gears elementary schools to expose students to different career opportunities.
Other School Information – Mr. Linnig spoke on Mandated Consolidation.  H.B. 1216 did pass to conduct a full study on school consolidation.  They are now calling it Classroom First. The State legislators have backed off for now on other bills but the current Governor and some legislators still feel that there could be savings in consolidation of schools.  The Dimmick group will start meetings again to get information out to the community on ongoing legislation and what Mandated Consolidation could mean to the district.

Mr. Linnig reported on the progress of the new Student Council.  Elections will be this week.  There will be one Student Council representative that will attend PTO meetings and another representative that will be part of the School Improvement Committee.
Mr. Linnig recommended to the PTO members to visit the 1st to 4th grade class rooms.  This year each classroom has a come up with themes and decorated their rooms to match these themes.  Mrs. Davis stated that her first grade class theme is the circus and she has the decorated her room as the circus big top.

Mr. Linnig also reported that the Board voted to go ahead and split the library from the technology lab and renovate the library.
New Business      
Fundraising Goals and Progress Tracking

Mrs. Haas discussed with the group about the fundraising goal for this school year to be raising funds to purchase S.T.E.M. modules.  Discussion was held on the amount of the goal that would be raised through Trivia Night, Spaghettie Dinner, Rips, and the Lottery Tree. It was decided that this year’s fundraising goal would be $10,000 by motion by Kerry Izzo and seconded by Beth Wallace.  
Mrs. Sines brought up having a tool such as a thermometer, beaker or test tube to measure the success of the fundraisers.  Mrs. Sines will work with the front office staff to come up with a measuring tool that the school can watch.

Room Parents
Mrs. Cherish Kellett went through the list of the new room parents for each room.  Mrs. Kellett stated that she received a good response for volunteers. The list will go out in the updated directory.

	K
	Camron Brady
Sue Terzick
Alternate: Veronica Roulston
	5th
	Nikki Rose
Carol Ebener

	1st
	Lori Skoog
Kerri Brady
Alternate: Heather Moncrief
	6th
	Theresa Childers
Ellen Mueller
Alternate: Jean Johnson

	2nd
	Gina Mudge
Stacey Ernat
	7th
	Lori Meagher
Tracy Haas

	3rd
	Kathy Theesfeld
June Schroeder
Alternate: Michelle Rich
	8th
	Lory Kilanowski
Michelle Fupler
Alternate: JoAnne Doyle

	4th
	Kim Bauer
Jen Sines
Alternate: Kerry Izzo
	 


Book Fair
Mrs. Haas reported on the upcoming book fair on September 14, 2011.  Set up will be right after school on Tuesday, September 13, 2011.  The Book Fair will be open on Wednesday for the Grandparent’s Breakfast and then for the students to walk through later in the day.  She needs help with setup on Tuesday afternoon, helpers to work the Book Fair on Wednesday and to tear down the Book Fair.  The Book Fair raises money for the Reading Program that Joanne Doyle runs for students to pick a book and books for the library.

RIPS Family Night September 26, 2011 4- 8 pm
Mrs. Ernat reported that tickets and volunteer signup sheet went out last week.  She will be sending out another reminder Wednesday that tickets and volunteer signup sheet are due back to school by the following Wednesday, September 21, 2011.  Mrs. Ernat is requesting 4-5 people to help in hour increments that night to work the raffle, 50/50, and tickets at the door.  Mrs. Kellett mentioned that Channel 13 will not run ads for us because we are not in the viewing area.  She has put in the newspaper and Mrs. Rich will be contacting the banks to put on their scrolling signs.  
. 
Trivia Night October 22, 2011
Mrs. Haas reported on Trivia Night that Mrs. Conerton, Mrs. Black, and Mrs Korsan have been getting everything ready for Trivia Night.  Tickets for 5 of the Finest went home tonight with the team signup flyer.  Kerry Izzo will be doing concessions and will only be doing popcorn.  Mrs. Kellett will work with the room parents on putting together raffle baskets for each room.

Red Ribbon Week October 24- 29, 2011
Mrs. Sines reported that North Central Behavioral Health Systems will be providing majority of the programming for the week.  She has asked to have the Canine unit to come on Friday.  There will be a door decorating contest again.  The group voted to have a pizza party for the class who won the door decorating contest by having a motion by Kathy Theesfeld and seconded by Kerry Izzo.  The doors will be judged on Friday and the winner will be announced on Monday at the Halloween party.

Halloween Party October 31, 2011
Mrs. Kellett reported that this year we will have the parents getting involved by having a Trunk and Treat. The parents will be decorating their car trunks and giving out candy in the parking lot pending weather.  If weather is not cooperating, will move the Trunk and Treat to the gym.  The students will judge the decorated trunks and select the best decorated trunk.  The Student Council will be judging the costumes and selecting 1st,  2nd and 3rd.  The eighth grade class will be doing the craft project.  Mrs. Izzo will look into getting the pumpkins donated to for the craft.

Nancy Maze programming suggestions
Nancy Maze called Mrs. Haas about the fall walk and the possibility of having her come in dressed in Pioneer clothing to talk the classes and then going on the walk.  The 4th and 5th grade teachers are interested in doing this and Mr. Linnig will check on the status.

Other
Discussion was held on applying for a Wal-Mart grant.  Mrs. Kilanowski’s husband will be checking into this.   
Mrs. Sines brought up Boxtop for Education and the information that individuals could sign up on their website and enter on a daily basis to win prizes.  Discussion was also held of getting more participation by involving the Student Council and letting students know we get 5 cents for each boxtop.  It was also recommended that we involve grandparents in the collection of Boxtops.  Joanne Doyle will look into the website and put together a flyer to hand out to grandparents at the Grandparent Breakfast on Wednesday.
Adjournment
Meeting was adjourned at 7:45 pm with a motion by Jen Sines and seconded by Stacey Ernat.

Next PTO meeting will be October 24, 2011.

Respectfully submitted by:

Michelle L. Rich

PTO Secretary
